
What is Development Cooperation?

Activity that aims explicitly to support national or international development priorities, is not driven by profit, discriminates in favor of 
developing countries, and is based on cooperative relationships that seek to enhance developing country ownership. More precisely, 
development cooperation should have three major tasks (Severino and Ray, 2009; Ocampo, 2015):

• Supporting and complementing efforts of developing countries to guarantee the provision of universal social basic standards to their 
citizens, as a means for people to exercise their basic human rights;

• Promoting the convergence of the developing (and particularly the poorest) countries to higher levels of income and wellbeing, 
correcting extreme international inequalities; and

• Supporting efforts of developing countries efforts to participate actively in the provision of international public goals.
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What is assistance (aid/development assistance)? 

Broadly defined, “assistance” means the transfer of resources 
from donor countries to developing countries, under concessional 
terms, to promote social and economic development (Riddell, 2007). 
However, the term has long become interchangeable, in many 
quarters, with the official resources made available by OECD DAC 
members, i.e. Official Development Assistance (ODA). In either case, 
aid is clearly much narrower than the definition of development 
cooperation, which includes activities that do not involve direct 
resource transfers. 

What is International cooperation?

Development cooperation is part of international cooperation, but 
there are fields of international cooperation that are not directly 
related to development, such as sharing rules on international 
flights or adopting preventive measures against terrorism.

Development Cooperation of the European Union (EU)

EU development policy seeks to eradicate poverty in a context of 
sustainable development. It is a cornerstone of EU relations with 
the outside world – alongside foreign, security and trade policy. 
EU is the world’s leading donor with providing over 50% of all global 
development aid. EU action on development is based on the Lisbon 
Treaty and on the 2005 European Consensus on Development, which 
commits the EU council, European Parliament and Commission and 
Member states to a common vision. The EU is strongly committed to 
making aid more effective. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The Millennium Declaration and Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) set to expire at the end of 2015, have made an enormous 

contribution in raising public awareness, increasing political will 
and mobilizing resources for the fight to end poverty. Indeed some of 
greatest progress in recent years has been in precisely those where 
the MDGs have helped to focus attention. The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development builds on this experience. The concerns 
of the MDGs are part of the new framework, but it also goes further. 
This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. The 
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) demonstrate the scale 
and ambition of this new universal Agenda. The Goals and targets of 
the SDGs will stimulate action over the next fifteen years in areas of 
critical importance for humanity and the planet.

What is the role of the civil society organizations (CSOs) in 
development cooperation?

CSOs play a vital role in international development. In 2011 in Busan, 
during the fourth high-level forum on aid effectiveness, CSOs were 
formally recognized for the first time by the international community 
as independent development actors who “play a vital role in enabling 
people to claim their rights, in promoting right based approaches, in 
shaping development policies and partnerships, and in overseeing 
their implementation. They also provide services in areas that are 
complementary to those provided by states”.

At the level of EU development cooperation, CSOs have played this 
important role for a long time. They have implemented EC-funded 
development projects amounting to around one billion euros 
annually, out of the total annual EC aid of almost €13 billion. Apart 
from being direct implementers, CSOs also play numerous other roles 
in relation to development policies and programmes of EU member 
states and paper countries – as stakeholders in implementation, 
monitoring and policy dialogue at all levels. This makes CSOs key 
actors in EU development cooperation. 
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What is the project Western Balkan CSOs for Global 
Development about?

In the context of the future enlargement of the European Union in 
Western Balkan countries the project will raise capacities of CSOs 
to engage in political dialogue, advocacy and awareness raising of 
global issues.

The project expects: 

• To enhance capacity of CSOs in the Western Balkans to raise 
public awareness of global development issues;

• To better coordinate CSOs active in development education 
and global development issues and they have started a 
platform building process on national levels (in Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Albania and Serbia) or have started to integrate a 
development focus within existing CSO networks;

• Western Balkan CSOs to engage in political dialogue at 
national and EU level on development policy, especially in the 
context of the EU enlargement process;    

• Western Balkan CSOs to integrate into the work of European 
civil society active in development cooperation, especially in 
CONCORD, for a wider interaction with European CSOs and to 
represent the WB perspective at EU level.  

Project Partners:  

Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC) Croatian Platform for Citizen Solidarity – CROSOL
Centre for Development of Non-Governmental organizations  
(CRNVO)

Slovenian NGDO Platform for Development Cooperation and 
Humanitarian Aid – SLOGA

Civic Initiatives Pontis Foundation
Association People’s Parliament CONCORD – European NGO confederation for relief and development
Institute for Democracy and Mediation (IDM)
Balkan Civil Society Development Network  (BCSDN)

Austrian Foundation for Development Research - OFSE

Macedonian Center for International Cooperation

st. Nikola Parapunov, no.41A, p.box 55, 1060 Skopje, Macedonia
Phone: +389 2 3065 381
Fax: +389 2 3065 298
E-mail: mcms@mcms.org.mk
Web page: http://www.mcms.mk
Scribd: http://www.scribd.com/mcms.mk
Slideshare: http://www.slideshare.net/mcms.mk
Twitter: http://twitter.com/mcms.mk
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/mcms.mk

Resources:

• Guide to EuropeAid funding instruments 2014 – 2020, CONCORD

• What is development cooperation? 2016 Development 

Cooperation Forum Policy Briefs, by Jose Antonio Alonso and 

Jonathan Glennie

• Western Balkan CSOs for Global Development, HORIZONT3000

•  https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/policies/european-

developmentpolicy_en

•  https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/node/1368

Activities to be implemented in Macedonia:

• Mapping of CSOs interested in development cooperation; 

• Networking meetings and strengthening capacities of CSOs on 
development cooperation;

• Advocacy training for CSO on development cooperation;

• Advocacy roundtables on development cooperation;

• CSO position papers on global development and country paper 
on development cooperation;

• Information distribution and awareness raising. 

Project lead:  HORIZONT3000  

HORIZONT3000 is the largest non-governmental organization (NGO) 
in the Austrian Development Cooperation, experienced in human 
and organizational capacity building for more than 50 years. 
HORIZONT3000 has local country offices with international and local 
experts and realizes about 170 projects a year. HORIZONT3000 was 
lead agency of the 15 years TRIALOG project (www.trialog.or.at) 
supporting NGOs from candidate and newer EU countries in their 
development engagement. More on www.horizont3000.at 

Timeframe: 
From 01.12.2015 до 30.11.2017


