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Reaction to the adoption of 

the Decision on the Establishment of the Council for Cooperation between the 
Macedonian Government and Civil Society 

 

On 17th May, 2016, on its regular session, and in accordance with its Strategy for Cooperation 
of the Government with Civil Society 2012-2017, the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia adopted the Decision on Establishment of the Council for Cooperation between 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia and the Civil Society (Official Gazette 99/2016). 
As civil society organizations (CSOs) which strive towards developed civic dialogue and 
enhanced cooperation between institutions and civil society, we welcome the adoption of the 
Decision, as well as the acceptance of majority of the suggestions by CSOs given during the 
first consultative phase (November 2014 - January 2015). That notwithstanding, we are 
concerned about the repeated process and parts of the content of the Decision. 

First, we consider the consultation process conducted prior to the adoption of the Decision, to 
be insufficiently participatory. CSOs had the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the new 
content of the Decision only two working days prior to its adoption without the possibility for 
additional written proposals to be submitted. The two-hour-long consultation was held on 13th 
May, 2016 in Skopje, whereas the Decision was adopted by the Government on 17th May, 
2016. 

Second, with respect to the content of the Decision, we are greatly concerned about the 
representation, that is, the number of CSO representatives in the Council. Contrary to the best 
international practices and the purpose of this body, the Decision envisages that the majority 
in the Council is to be formed from representatives of state administration. The Council, as an 
advisory body with no legislative or executive powers and which is to be of representation 
character, is being established as a sign of mutual trust and willingness to promote dialogue 
between the Government and civil society. Accordingly, in Croatia and Kosovo, the majority 
of members in their respective advisory bodies are representatives of civil society, while in 
Montenegro the number of representatives of CSOs is equal to the number of representatives 
of the state administration. Therefore, to create mutual trust and unimpeded cooperation, it is 
of utmost importance that the majority of Council members are to be representatives of CSOs. 
Finally, the first draft - Decision proposed by the Government in December 2014, envisioned 
such a majority, and at no time or occasion did CSOs request a change of this provision. 

Third, if the goal of the Council is to create dialogue and to promote policies and measures for 
the development of civil society, the level of civil servants who are to be nominated as 
members of the Council, is not in the direction of achieving this goal. We consider it essential 
that the representatives of state administration are to be employees of the particular state 
administration body, having at least three years of experience in a relevant field, and having 
the status of senior administrative officials of category B. This would facilitate the 
implementation of Council’s decisions in the relevant ministries and state administration 




