CSO ACCOUNTABILITY
CAMPAIGN

From 12-16 October, as part of CIVICUS’s group of national network
organisations (AGNA), BCSDN celebrated Global Accountability Week 2020 with
other CSOs worldwide. BCSDN led a session on CSO Accountability in times of
COVID 19, sharing the international CSO practices, challenges, and new
partnerships and CSOs solidarity from the examples provided from India,
Argentina, and the Balkans. Watch the video of the event here.

uring crises, CSOs have learnt that they can influence the future by changing their present. All countries
worldwide were caught unprepared to handle the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and its
immediate effects. Struggling with the new reality, CSOs adjusted their work in order to address the
stakeholders’ needs in the communities they serve. Despite the lack of acknowledgement by
governments, or proper CSO inclusion in emergency response mechanisms and policies, CSOs have
proved they can be a crucial partner to the state, even in such unprecedented times. By embracing their
achievements and successfully overcoming new challenges, CSOs have been regaining public trust,
and thereby strengthening their future legitimacy.

Read the full blog-post here

Collection of CSO Accountability
Practices amid COVID-19
BCSDN members

BCNL prepared a Brief on Crisis and Post-

Crisis Prospects for Social Economy
Potential.

MCIC published Guidelines for Effective

Management and Governance of Civil
Society Organizations and Report on
Governance Practices on Transparency
and Report on Accountability of CSOs
in North Macedonia.

PA prepared Fact sheets on the Code of

Standards in Albania and with the
National Resource Centre for Civil
Society in Albania published a quick
assessment of the situation of CSOs,
along with a public appeal to the donor
community in the country to react to the
situation with more flexibility and
targeted support.

BCSDN Special Edition on the Impacts of
COVID-19 on Civil Society in the Balkans

To explore the scope of civic space restrictions and CSOs difficulties amid COVID- 19, together with its
member organizations, BCSDN developed new Balkan Civic Practices online edition. The website
provides regular updates on the two regional overviews, and other future advancements. The first issue:
Restrictions on Civic Space and Citizens’ Basic Freedoms informs on the restrictions on basic human
freedoms, restrictions of media work and access to information, etc. The second issue: The State of
CSOs, their involvement in the Crisis Response & State, and Donors Support shows the challenges with
which the civil society in the Balkans has been faced amid COVID-19. The website allows for the
comparison of several trends across Balkan countries and incorporates recommendations to CSOs,
governments, and donors to tackle the ongoing crisis.

BCSDN Thematic Newsletter: Solidarity
in Times of COVID 19

BCSDN delivered its thematic newsletter, Solidarity in Times of Corona Crisis,
encompassing regional and global examples of CSOs' responses and adaptation to new
circumstances caused by the COVID- 19 outbreak. In the four editions, we present our
members' actions and products on CSOs' needs and response amid COVID-19,
demonstrating CSOs' challenges, opportunities, and governments and donors' efforts to
handle the crisis.

December 2020

